A Level English Language
Why study A Level English Language?
This subject explores the study of English language both as a medium of communication and as a topic
in its own right. There is an emphasis on your ability to pursue lines of enquiry; debate different views,
and work independently to research aspects of language in use. Through the detailed study of a variety
of texts and data you will analyse how and why language is used in different contexts and develop a
knowledge of linguistic terminology to support your theories. There are also many opportunities for you
to develop your personal writing skills.

What will I study?
You will study a range of written and spoken texts, and be
given an insight into how the English language has changed
from its Anglo-Saxon roots to the present day. You will study
the key concepts of audience, purpose, genre and mode and
will explore language in its wider social and geographical
context as well as study varieties of English within the British
Isles and consider social attitudes to, and debates about,
language diversity. The course gives you an insight into the
research linked to how children acquire language, providing
you with an understanding of both linguistic and cognitive
development in children. You will learn how to think
critically, how to use research to conduct an investigation
and how to record and analyse your own language data with
technical precision. You will also be given the opportunity to
create texts and reflect critically on your own processes of
production.

Assessment
Examined 80%, coursework 20%.
Paper 1: Language, the Individual and society. Three
questions in response to unseen text extracts and a response
to a critical statement and set of data on child language
acquisition.
Paper 2: Language, diversity and change. One essay question
and a non-fiction response on the topic of language
discourse. You will also complete a language investigation
and piece of original writing with commentary.

Study trips, visits and events
You will get to meet and engage with visiting speakers,
attend university lectures, take part in coaching and
mentoring opportunities with younger students and writing
competitions such as the BBC Young Writers’ Award.

Subject entry requirements
5 in English Language.

Student Perspective
“My favourite module has been Child
Language Acquisition where we
studied how children learn to talk. I
found all the different theories really
fascinating and we always have great
discussions in class! This A Level is a
great asset for many career paths,
from Speech and Language Therapy
(which one of my friends is hoping to
pursue), to acting – my personal
dream! All in all, I’m really glad I took
English language A Level.”
Emma, A Level English Language
student

